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Introduction

The bus wound its way down the narrow road of a hi l l  somewhere in
Crete as I sat chatting to a fr iend about polit ics. Not an ideal topic

of conversation for a holiday in the southernmost part of Europe, I
admit. But we were exhausted after a delayed fl ight from New York

and there was a war going on, after al l. It was barely autumn in
2004 and I’d joined some friends on what was supposed to be a

three-country jaunt planned around Oktoberfest in Munich. And it
was for them. Fate, however, had other plans for me.

We arrived in one of the tiniest coastal towns I’ve ever spent time

in. It was smack dab in the middle of southern Crete, the giant

island in the Mediterranean about halfway between continental
Europe and Egypt. Not long after, as we sipped local moonshine in a

beautiful ol ive grove, the hostel owner gave us an introduction to
the place. He mentioned something about couples…married couples.

Yes, apparently the hostel boasted several couples that met in the
idyl l ic surroundings and later married and had children.

Well, we don’t have any children yet but I did meet my husband in

this place, about fifteen minutes later when he introduced himself
as our fifth roommate in the dorm room we were shown to. I’d

never believed in love at first sight but there it was, though I didn’t
know it in that instant, of course. Over the next few days I got to

know this wonderful man and ended up letting my fr iends go on to
Germany while we made our way to Santorini, and then promised to

visit each other in the next couple of months. There was, you see,
one hitch in this otherwise perfect union.

He was Austral ian.



Six years later, we are happily settled in Austral ia and I am an

Austral ian citizen. The journey to this point has been one of
discovery, frustration, fun, excitement and a lot of learning. I didn’t

read any books or ask for any advice prior to making the decision to
come to Austral ia. In the beginning, I arrived here to be with my

boyfriend and see a new place. I decided to migrate after we
evaluated al l of our options and determined that to be the best

course for us. These choices were made with our hearts first. It
then became a necessity to fi l l  requirements to make them happen.

It would have been handy to have an instruction manual for
reference because we had so many questions and so many fears. We

also spent countless hours waiting and wondering, l iving in l imbo
and trying to stay sane while carrying on with l ife through it al l .

If you’re reading this, you’ve either been offered an employment

opportunity in Austral ia or fal len in love with an Aussie. Or perhaps
you’re thinking of coming to Oz for a working holiday or to start a

new l ife away from your home country. Maybe you’re just curious
about this vast, interesting place. Whatever your reasons, I want to

reassure you that a move can be made. In this book I wil l  share my

experiences with you and also those of other expatriates (expats) I
have met during my time here. I wil l  walk you step by step through

the relocation process and provide l istings of resources that wil l
help you along the way. I’ve made the journey you’re thinking about

embarking on. I’ve asked the questions, made the mistakes, done
the research and survived al l of it. You can too. I wish a book l ike

this had been available when I first came to Austral ia in 2005. It
would have made things so much easier. I’m very glad I can share

what I’ve discovered with you and give you a head start into the
process.

In chapter one, I wil l  discuss the most important item that you wil l

deal with in your move to Austral ia: your visa. Without it, there is
no point to any of the rest. I learned early on that you couldn’t just



come in and out of Austral ia on a tourist visa and expect to stay for

any significant length of time. You wil l eventually need to review
your options and apply for a visa to remain in the country. This

chapter wil l  outl ine the visas that you can apply for and I wil l  also
share my experience applying for the partner/spouse visa. You’l l

also learn some helpful hints for putting together your application
and what to expect throughout the experience.

In chapter two, some of the myths and misconceptions about

Austral ian l ife and being an expat wil l  be debunked. My only
experience with this country before I moved here was knowledge

imparted by a couple of Aussie fr iends I met while working in the
United States. Luckily I had actually heard of Perth before I met my

partner (it is his hometown). Otherwise I might not have had the
courage to take a chance and go there. While many people around

the world have visited Austral ia, I’ve found that Americans generally
know very l itt le about the country. Assumptions are often made that

just because everyone speaks English, there won’t be any sort of
culture shock. This is simply not the case. If you come from the

United Kingdom or another country in the Commonwealth (of which

Austral ia is a member), you may find the differences to be less
stark. Coming from the US, however, I find Austral ia to be very

different in some incredibly important ways, despite the many
similarities. Wherever you come from, the points made in this

chapter wil l  preview what you can expect from l ife in Austral ia and
help you to evaluate whether your transition is l ikely to be

successful.

In the third, fourth and fifth chapters, I wil l  examine the practical
matters of migration. Be prepared to essential ly shut down your l ife

in your home country before heading Down Under. You’l l  f ind tips
and explanations for a variety of circumstances along with helpful

resources in both Austral ia and your home country. I wil l  also tel l
you a l itt le bit about places to l ive in Austral ia. I have travelled at



least once to al l of the states and have l ived in both Melbourne and

Perth. I wil l  also direct you to some location-specific websites that
wil l help you get settled wherever you decide to land. In chapter

five, I wil l  discuss money matters, including working in Austral ia,
what to expect cost-wise and a thorough introduction to banks,

retirement accounts and other financial information you’l l  need to
know before arriving in Austral ia.

Chapters six through ten are dedicated to l ife and l iving in Austral ia.

I’ l l  introduce you to the healthcare system, which is very good but
quite different from the US (at least for now). We’l l  look at

consumables, including food, products and services that are part of
an individual ’s daily l iving. Again, Austral ia has its own brands and

these wil l probably be somewhat different from what you are used
to in your home country. Most of the time, you can find what you’re

looking for; it may just be cal led something else or look a l itt le
different. I’ve included a l ist of items and brands that are difficult

to find in Austral ia and what you can use as a substitute if one is
available. I’ l l  also tel l you a l itt le about the people of Austral ia and

give you some tips on how to get along and what to expect. Finally,

I’ve included a chapter of answers to frequently asked questions
about topics from studying in Austral ia to buying property here.

In the final chapter, I’ l l  explore travel in Austral ia, from driving to

domestic and overseas travel. Austral ia sits in close proximity to
some of the most amazing places in the world that you’ve probably

heard of, but were too far away from to visit. This is just one of the
many delightful things you wil l discover as a resident of Austral ia.

Probably the only thing that you won’t find in this book is extensive

information about the Austral ian school system (kindergarten,
primary school and high school). As I do not have children and only

have experience with the university system, I do not feel qualif ied
to discuss very much about moving to Austral ia with children. I wil l ,



however, point you in the direction of many very useful resources

that I learned about in my time working for two Austral ian parenting
websites. These resources wil l  lead you in any direction on

parenting in Austral ia that you need to go. Like parents anywhere
else, most Austral ians want to ensure that their chi ldren receive the

best education available and there is a wide variety of free
information should you require it.

To read the rest of the helpful information in this eBook and

learn everything you need to know about moving to and
living in Australia, you can purchase the entire 300+ page

guide by visiting:

http://inspir ingtravellers.com/travel-shop/moving-to-austral ia-ebook


